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PRESS RELEASE 

Épopée Ges/on, Urbeez and EnerVivo co-invest €10 million to accelerate the 
development of biomethane across French regions 

 

[Bordeaux / Paris / Brest], 5 October 2026 – Épopée Ges=on, Urbeez and EnerVivo announce the 
signing of a strategic partnership dedicated to anaerobic diges=on and biomethane in France. The 
three partners are combining their exper=se to accelerate the conversion of exis=ng cogenera=on 
units to biomethane injec=on and to develop new units. A first investment has already been 
commiQed to the Méthanisa=on Dessous Machecot unit, located in Charente.  

This partnership brings together three complementary areas of exper5se: Épopée Ges)on, a regional investor 
specialising in par5cular in low-carbon infrastructure; Urbeez, a developer and operator of anaerobic diges5on 
projects; and EnerVivo, which contributes its technical exper5se and its engineering consultancy specialising in 
anaerobic diges5on. 

The partners will roll out two complementary strategies: 

• The acquisi5on, modernisa5on and development of exis5ng anaerobic diges5on units, par5cularly 
cogenera5on units that can be converted to biomethane injec5on. Injected biomethane avoids around 
80% of greenhouse gas emissions compared with fossil natural gas.  

• The development of new anaerobic diges5on units with biomethane injec5on. 

The partners’ shared ambi5on is to gradually build a porFolio of high-performing, long-las5ng assets deeply 
rooted in agricultural regions, thereby strengthening France’s energy sovereignty by fostering local renewable gas 
produc5on. 

A first investment in Méthanisa)on Dessous Machecot 

The first investment of the partnership will be in the Méthanisa5on Dessous Machecot unit, located in La 
Chapelle, Charente. With a capacity of 25 GWh per year, it will be converted, with commissioning scheduled for 
autumn 2027. 

This first transac5on illustrates the so-called “brownfield” strategy, which consists of building on exis5ng units 
with solid fundamentals in order to modernise them, improve their performance and, where relevant, support 
their transi5on to producing biomethane injected into the French gas grid. 

It will be followed, over the next twelve months, by several further investments in projects at an advanced stage 
of development, thus making it possible to quickly build an ini5al porFolio of anaerobic diges5on units. 

Complementary exper)se across the en)re value chain 

Épopée Ges)on provides, through the funds of its Infrastructure and Climate ver5cal, the investment capacity 
needed to finance and develop the porFolio, with a long-term support approach aimed at driving the 
decarbonisa5on of the economy. 
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Urbeez, with a strong presence in Western France, contributes its experience as a developer and operator of 
anaerobic diges5on projects. Its role covers in par5cular deal origina5on, project development, rela5onships with 
local and agricultural stakeholders, and plant opera5ons. 

EnerVivo contributes its engineering consultancy, its technical exper5se and more than twenty years of 
experience in anaerobic diges5on, notably through Sylvain Frédéric, Chairman and co-founder of EnerVivo and 
co-founder of Naskeo Environnement (now the Kéon group) in 2005. EnerVivo handles the technical analysis of 
assets, feasibility studies, and the sizing and op5misa5on of units. 

The partnership thus covers the en5re project life cycle: origina5on, development, engineering, financing and 
opera5ons. 

Suppor)ng a new stage in the French anaerobic diges)on market 

A large share of France’s anaerobic diges5on fleet has historically been developed around combined heat and 
power (cogenera5on). Some of these units are now entering a new phase: equipment renewal, biological 
op5misa5on, changes in feedstock, capacity increases or a shi` in how the energy is used. 

The aim is to support this transforma5on, par5cularly where switching from cogenera5on to biomethane 
injec5on is technically and economically relevant. With injec5on, more than 95% of the biogas energy is 
recovered, compared with around 40% electrical efficiency for a cogenera5on engine. 

At the same 5me, new biomethane units with strong agricultural and regional roots will be developed. Anaerobic 
diges5on is indeed an infrastructure at the crossroads of several challenges: local renewable energy produc5on, 
gas decarbonisa5on, recovery of organic mader, soil fer5lisa5on and diversifica5on of farm income. 

Stéphane Touche, Chairman and co-founder of Urbeez, said: “This partnership gives us the means to accelerate 
a strategy we have been developing for several years: iden:fying good projects, developing new units and 
suppor:ng the long-term opera:on of exis:ng facili:es. The complementarity between Urbeez, Épopée Ges:on 
and EnerVivo brings together the opera:onal, technical and financial skills needed to develop robust and 
sustainable projects.” 

Bas)en Rocheteau, Investment Director, Infrastructure at Épopée Ges)on, commented: “Deploying 
biomethane injec:on units is a par:cularly relevant solu:on for accelera:ng the decarbonisa:on of our energy 
mix. By modernising units already rooted in their regions, we are contribu:ng both to France’s energy sovereignty 
and to genera:ng addi:onal income for our partner farms. Our ambi:on is to gradually build a porOolio of high-
performing, long-las:ng assets.” 

Sylvain Frédéric, Chairman and co-founder of EnerVivo, added: “AQer more than twenty years in anaerobic 
diges:on, we are seeing a new phase of market development. Part of the exis:ng fleet needs to be modernised 
and some:mes transformed, alongside the development of new biomethane units. With this partnership, we are 
bringing together complementary skills to analyse, develop, finance and operate these projects over the long 
term.” 
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Advisers on the transac/on: 

Legal counsel to Urbeez: Lexcase (Pénélope Bouchard) 

Legal counsel to Épopée GesHon: De Gaulle Fleurance et Associés (Anne Kuhanathan) 

 

About Urbeez 

Founded in 2019 and based in Boulogne-Billancourt, Urbeez is a renewable gas developer and producer specialising in 
biomethane. The company is acHve in the originaHon, development and operaHon of anaerobic digesHon projects, as well as 
in the acquisiHon and transformaHon of exisHng units. 

Press contact: Stéphane Touche – stephane.touche@urbeez.green 

About EnerVivo 

EnerVivo is a mission-driven company (société à mission) founded in Bordeaux in 2022, specialising in the development, 
engineering and financing of renewable energy (solar PV, anaerobic digesHon, geothermal). Its anaerobic digesHon experHse 
draws in parHcular on the experience of its Chairman and co-founder Sylvain Frédéric, an agricultural engineer and co-founder 
of Naskeo Environnement in 2005. For this partnership, EnerVivo is responsible for technical analysis, feasibility studies, and 
the sizing and opHmisaHon of anaerobic digesHon assets. 

Press contact: Sylvain Frédéric sylvain.frederic@enervivo.fr - +33 6 76 49 59 01 

About Épopée Ges/on 

Épopée Ges)on is an investment firm co-founded in 2020 by Ronan Le Moal and Charles Cabillic, whose purpose is to develop 
regional economies by providing long-term support to regional companies based mainly along the French Atlan)c Arc. Having 
become a mission-driven company in January 2024, Épopée Ges)on aims to “reinvest in the regions” and foster regional 
champions through an inclusive investment ecosystem built around four complementary ver)cals: innova)on and digital, SME 
and mid-cap transi)ons, sustainable real estate (office buildings, logis)cs and hotels) and low-carbon infrastructure. Épopée 
Ges)on’s geographical footprint is gradually expanding beyond the Atlan)c Arc.  

Press contact: Florence Eckenschwiller — florence@epopeeges)on.fr 
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